continued from front

that he, too, had cancer. When my mother finally passed
away, | was devastated but needed to be strong because
my younger sister needed help, and my younger brother
was sick. I stayed in the church hoping for some miracles,
but my faith was getting weaker, and my heart was far
away from God. After a few years, I fell away from God
because I questioned him and wanted to run away from
him. Sometime later, my father found out he had cancer,
too, and passed away suddenly after three months.

I did not want to face all of this, and when a company offered
me the opportunity to work in Thailand, I immediately said
yes. I went to work in Thailand and Cambodia, and traveled
to different places in Asia and had a great career.

During that period in Thailand, I kept encountering a
Christian. His name is Sokun, and I met him three times in
some hotels. When I once mentioned to him that I used to
be part of ICOC, he then told me that he was one of the 17
disciples on the mission team in the Hong Kong church a
long time ago. I was speechless because I told myself to run
away from God, but it seemed that I could not. When the
news of COVID broke, the Thai government terminated all
the contracts of foreigners, so I lost my job. Then the airport
closed, and I could not fly out. In my room, I cried and felt
helpless and hopeless, and I prayed to God. I finally called
my elder sister, Joanne, and apologized to her.

LATEST STORIES ON www.DisciplesToday.org:

I attended the Bangkok church and saw Sokun there, and
asked him if he could help me get restored. I finally wanted
to truly repent because I understood that God still loved me. I
got restored in the Bangkok church, and three months later, I
decided to go back to Hong Kong. That was five years ago.

The Bible tells us, “They went to a place called Geth-
semane, and Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I
pray.’ He took Peter, James and John along with him, and
he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. ‘My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,‘he said to
them. ‘Stay here and keep watch.” Going a little farther,

he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour
might pass from him. ‘Abba, Father,” he said, ‘everything
is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what
I will, but what you will” — Mark 14:32-36 (NIV).

My solution to my problems was to reject God and run
away from him. Jesus, however, faced his troubles by
going to God. Today, I'm grateful I have learned, and I
turned back to God to be his servant. I have served in the
international ministry, and I’'m now a teen worker and just
got married to an amazing sister in Christ, Joyce. Though
my younger brother passed away two years ago, I just
helped his son, James, become a disciple in Christ two
months ago. I pray that I will keep my faith in Jesus and
will never turn away from God.

Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest News articles and to access the archives for all channels.

> Ukraine Relief Campaign Feb 22 — March 1
February 21, 2026 - Ed Anton — European Missions Society
We are fast approaching the four year mark since the
war in Ukraine began. Yet for our sister churches and
their shepherds, February 24th marks more than a point in
history. Why? Because their suffering is not historical —it
is daily, ongoing, and deeply personal. Our...

> HOPEww Hiring Senior Director of Development
February 24, 2026 - HOPE worldwide
HOPE worldwide is seeking a Senior Director of
Development to lead fundraising strategy and brand
visibility efforts from its Atlanta headquarters. Reporting
to the Chief Executive Officer, this full-time leadership
role will oversee major gifts ($10,000+)...

> Registration Continues for Eastern Europe “Awaken
the Wonder” Conference
February 23, 2026 * Diana Wooten-Zhyhulina — Zagreb, Croatia
As anticipation continues to build for our upcoming
discipleship summit, we are excited to announce that
mid bird registration is now officially open for
“Awaken the Wonder”! From May 1-3 in Budapest...

> Twenty Teens Baptized in One Day in Tshikapa, DRC
February 20, 2026  Oscar Muzinga — Kinshasa, DRC
January 31 will remain a memorable date for the
International Church of Christ in Tshikapa, in the
southwest of the Democratic Republic of Congo. In a
single day, 20 teenagers were baptized, an extraordinary
moment of grace and joy for the church. Seventeen are...
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February 19, 2026 + Summer Cheung — Hong Kong, China

I am Jeffrey, and I’m grateful for a
chance to share my life story with
you all. I am a Filipino, born and
raised in Hong Kong. In my family, I
have an elder sister, a younger sister, |
and a brother. We were raised in the
Catholic faith, and I was considered
the most independent person in the
family. I liked to explore things and
take risks, and I used to fight with
my elder sister as we grew up.

I heard about the ICOC when I was
studying on campus because I saw
my elder sister hanging around with
those “strange people” who carried
big Bibles, dressed tidily, and had well-combed hair.

I like to smile, encourage and help people. In the past, I liked helping my
mom cook as well. I used to work in some of the top hotels and high-end
restaurants in many parts of Asia.

Despite having positive energy, there were a lot of ups and downs, failures
and pain in my life. I had a relationship when I was on campus. Even after
I graduated, my parents didn’t approve of my relationship. Afterwards,

I found out my mother had cancer, and we were all worried. During this
time, I broke up with my partner because she cheated on me. After that, my
elder sister encouraged me to study the Bible, and I got baptized after six
months. I then transferred to the church in Manila, where I’d found a job.
However, the good times didn’t last.

I got back with my partner who cheated on me, and afterwards she got
baptized, but she fell away immediately because she did not really love
God. I was heartbroken again, and around the same time, my mom’s
condition worsened. At the same time, my younger sister had four small
kids, and her husband left her. Moreover, my younger brother found out
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