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planting and evangelism require willing hearts,
a readiness to go where God leads and a church
prepared to welcome those he brings.

The service concluded with great rejoicing as three
women— Ifeyinwa Onuselogu, Divine Ibekeme
and Agatha Moses —were baptized into Christ.

We are grateful to everyone who gave their time,
prayers, resources, energy and presence to make
the Awka church planting possible. May this new
church continue to grow, reach families, transform
lives, raise disciples and bless generations to come.

To God be the glory!

Watch the full service on YouTube (link with story
on DisciplesToday.org.

LATEST STORIES ON www.DisciplesToday.org:

Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest News articles and to access the archives for all channels.

> Pure & Simple: A Place Where Recovery Begins
September 30, 2026 * Dave and Robin Weidner, Founders,
Pure and Simple Ministry
“My wife and I would not be disciples of Jesus today if
it were not for the work God accomplished in our lives
through Pure and Simple. During a season when our
marriage was strained — marked by separation...

> The Art of Becoming: Nigerian Women of Valor Retreat
September 28, 2026 * Dr. Funmi Aina — Lagos, Nigeria
The Women of Valor retreat, held August 28-30, 2026,
brought together 80 sisters and their guests. The three-
day event was not simply another church activity; it
was an opportunity to experience meaningful fellowship
and draw closer to Christ. It was a beautiful...

> Thread Podcast Launches Season 3 “The Spirit &
The People”
September 23, 2026 + Thread Podcast & App
The story continues! After journeying through the four
Gospels in Season 2, Thread Podcast & App are launching
Season 3: The Spirit & the People on October 5, 2026!
Hosted by Dr. David Pocta and Hannah...

> Minister’s Wellness Webinar: The Prodigal Father
on Oct 15th
September 22, 2026 ¢ Lai-Yan Faller
The Minister’s Wellness Committee is pleased to invite
you to our upcoming webinar on Thursday, October
15th at SAM PT, 10AM CT, 11AM ET (90-minute
webinar) entitled: “The Prodigal Father: Nurturing...
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September 30, 2026 - Bright Chux Onyekaba — Lagos, Nigeria

On September 20, 2026,
more than 170 people
gathered for the inaugural
service in Awka, marking
the planting of Nigeria’s
20th church since Lagos
in 1989. It is also the 36th
church planted in the English-speaking West Africa Missions.

Awka is located 480 km (300 miles) from Lagos. In the days leading
up to the service, the mission team in Awka welcomed more than

64 disciples from neighboring cities to help support the occasion.
The church will be led by Kinni and Celestine Ugwu.

The team conducted Bible discussions across the city, including
Nnamdi Azikiwe University. Each day began with devotionals,
prayer, praise and worship before disciples went out to study the
Bible with people. Evenings were spent sharing victory stories,
encouraging one another and preparing for the next day.

The mission team also reached out to the community through a
benevolence visit to Awka General Hospital on Saturday,
September 19, distributing toiletries and demonstrating the
love of Christ in practical ways.

Kemi Olufowobi, leader of the South-East Bloc in Lagos, preached
the inaugural sermon from Acts 16:11-15. Drawing from the story of
Lydia, he reminded the new church that when God opens a door, his
people must step through it with faith and obedience. He said church
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